Bylaws and Standing Rules of Order of the USCA

Please review these documents. Under the current bylaws, the membership has thirty (30) days to respond to the Secretary, Al Roach, at 130 S. Michigan Ave., Villa Park, IL 60181. If less than one-third of the membership disapproves of the changes, these documents will become effective with the new year.
Article I – DUTIES OF THE BOARD

Members of the Board, as defined in Article III of the Bylaws assume applicable duties as spelled out by Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised. Additional duties to the positions appear below.

A
PRESIDENT
Votes as a member of the Board only to break a tie vote,
B
VICE PRESIDENT
No additional duties defined at this time. 
C
SECRETARY
Maintains a current membership roster, informing members of renewal dates and processing all applications and renewals. Any monies collected by the Secretary on behalf of the USCA, will be forwarded to the Treasurer in a timely manner. 

D
TREASURER
Collect all monies due the association and handles all disbursements on behalf of the Association. 
Submits a yearly Financial Statement to the Board at least once a  year and prior to a Board Meeting, or more often, as required. .

E
REGIONAL DIRECTORS
A Regional Director is a member of the USCA who, represents the membership and maintains contact with local sidecar clubs or associations within the Director’s region, recruits State Representatives, coordinates meets and rallies within their region, promotes SSP, obtains access to trade shows and recommends sites and clubs to host USCA National Rallies.

1 – The five regions of the USCA may be grouped as follows:  

NORTHEAST: The states of Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, The Canadian provinces of Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and Quebec. 

SOUTHEAST: The states of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 

MIDWEST: The states of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, West Virginia, Wisconsin . The Canadian province of Ontario.  

CENTRAL: The states of Arkansas, Colorado,  Kansas, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas and Wyoming. The Canadian provinces of Manitoba, the Northwest Territories and Saskatchewan. 

WESTERN: The states of Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, and Utah. The Canadian provinces of Alberta, British Columbia,  and the Yukon Territory. 

2 – Additional countries or continents may be added to a Director’s region upon approval of the Board.

F
DIRECTOR OF SIDECAR SAFETY PROGRAM
Coordinates the activities of the Sidecar Safety Program.
ARTICLE II – ASSOCIATION ADMINISTRATION

The USCA  may appoint members to the Association Administration to perform necessary functions of the USCA, who do not vote as members of the Board and are not required to attend Board Meetings. Their descriptions and duties are as follows: 
A
EDITOR
Produces the  Sidecarist, the official news journal of the United Sidecar Association, Inc. 

B
ADVERTISING MANAGER
Manages the  advertising accounts of the USCA, Forwards any monies collected on behalf of the USCA to the Treasurer in a timely manner. Forwards copies of all advertising contracts to the Treasurer


C
BOOKSTORE MANAGER
Maintains inventory of and sells USCA materials.
Forwards any monies collected on behalf of the USCA to the Treasurer in a timely manner, 

D
NATIONAL RALLY CHAIR
Supervises the National Rally for the current year.
Submits a monthly financial report to the Treasurer
E
HISTORIAN
Keeps a historical record of the USCA in both written and visual form. 
ARTICLE III – TERM OF OFFICE


A position can be retained by a member of the Board as long as:

Current dues are not in arrears.

Attends at least two Board meetings during the term of office and maintains active contact with the Board during that term. Attendance requirements may be waived if a substantial reason exists.

Any member of the Board, may resign his/her position after giving at least (30) days written notice to the Board, of intentions to be excused from office. 
In the event of a vacancy occurring on the Board, such nominations for a replacement will be solicited by the Board through notification in The Sidecarist, , and submitted to the Board for consideration and voting 
ARTICLE IV – VOTING PROCEDURES


A
BOARD MEETINGS

1 – Any motion acted on  by the Board, must pass by simple majority vote. 

a. Any motion to change in membership status, as described in Articles III (A) or III (C) of the Bylaws  shall require two-thirds vote of all Board members.

b. Any motion to change the Bylaws, will be acted on as described in Article VII of the Bylaws .

c. Any motion to change the Standing Rules of Order, must be received in writing to the Board, and require two-thirds vote of the Board for passage. The membership shall be notified of the change. 


B
GENERAL MEETINGS

General Meetings will be considered an assembly of the membership present, the results of votes taken having the status of recommendations to the Board, which are to be considered further at the next Board Meeting.

1 – All members at a General Meeting, are allowed to vote. 

2 – Actions will be considered by the Board, if passed by a simple majority of members present. 


C
 ELECTION OF THE BOARD


1 – If running unopposed, the candidate must receive at least one (1) vote to be elected to the office.

2 – In a contest of two (2) or more candidates, the candidate with the majority of votes received, will be considered elected to the office. 


ARTICLE V  - NOMINATION AND ELECTION PROCEDURES

A
NOMINATION

The completed petition, with statements attached, shall be forwarded to the Nomination Committee, who shall check the validity of the petition and the length of the statements. If the petition is valid, the petitioner’s statements will then be forwarded to the Editor for inclusion in The Sidecarist.

The Nomination Committee chair will be appointed by the incumbent Board for the upcoming election, any members of the Committee will be members not serving on the current Board or seeking election.

The nomination of members to positions on the Board shall begin January 1, end on March 1, and repeat every two (2) years hence.

Completed petitions with position and background statements shall be postmarked no later than March 1 of the current election year to the Nomination Committee.

B
ELECTIONS

The election of the Board will begin on May 1, end June 1, and repeat every two (2) years hence.

Completed ballots shall be postmarked no later than June 1 of the current election year to the Election Committee.

The Election Committee will tally the vote and report to the incumbent Secretary the results. The Secretary will then notify the Board and the Editor of the results, who shall print them in The Sidecarist.

The Election Committee Chair will be appointed by the incumbent Board for the upcoming election, any members of the Committee will be members not serving on the current Board or seeking election.

Elected Board members shall begin their term of office on July 1 of the election year and every two (2) years hence.

ARTICLE VI – BUSINESS OF THE ASSOCIATION

A
Any capitol asset or investment acquired by the Association, will only be obtained after majority approval by the Board in writing.

Receipt by the Treasurer of the request for such asset and of the approval of the Board, will be considered full authority to the Treasurer to release such funds for the purchase of such assets or investment.

B
Payment of all services rendered to the Association shall be requested from the Treasurer by invoice.
C
Signatories for checks for the Association, shall be members of the elected Board, comprising of any two (2) of the following: President, Vice-President, Secretary or Treasurer. 
Constitution

of the United Sidecar Association, Inc.

First organized as the Pullman Hackers and incorporated in the State of Illinois in 1968, then reorganized in 1976  as the United Sidecar Association, Inc., the primary mission of the United Sidecar Association, Inc. is to promote the development, interest and general welfare of sidecaring.

We, the members of the United Sidecar Association, Inc. have the following goals:

To establish and achieve safety standards, policies, practices and procedures helpful in promoting the use and activities of sidecars;

To develop and maintain safe sidecar driver training programs, under the auspices of the Sidecar Safety Program; 
To publish updated manuals on sidecar safety, techniques and sidecar awareness; and 
To unite sidecar enthusiasts through shared information and group activities.

ARTICLE I ORGANIZATION

A
ELIGIBILITY AND ADMISSION

Membership shall be open to all persons interested in sidecars and sidecaring.
Admission to membership shall be by written application, in a form and manner as shall be prescribed by the Board. The application shall be accompanied by the specified amount of dues.
Membership in the USCA shall not be transferable nor re-assignable except by approval of the Board.

B
DUES

The dues and privileges of all classifications shall be specified from time to time by the Board and shall be published at the beginning of the calendar year and whenever revised. Dues will be set for a single or family membership, plus additional fees as may be necessary to cover initial membership material and foreign postage. 


Persons over the age of sixty-five (65) may renew membership at a reduced rate, which is specified by the Board and published to the membership.


Honorary Life Members are not required to submit dues to the Association.

Any member three (3) months or more behind in renewing dues, shall be considered not in good standing, shall not be entitled to vote at association meetings nor receive the Association’s publication. Reminder notices may be sent out prior to cancellations of membership, at the discretion of the Secretary A member may reactivate membership by paying all dues outstanding.

C
MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATIONS

A member is one whose dues are fully paid and who shall continue to meet the requirements of eligibility for membership.


Honorary Life Membership, is a classification bestowed upon a member by the Board, for exceptional services rendered to the USCA, or, for promoting the cause of sidecaring .



ARTICLE III BOARD

The United Sidecar Association, Inc., shall have a Board which shall contain a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, five (5) Regional Directors and the Director of the Sidecar Safety Program. These officers shall perform the duties prescribed by these  Bylaws, the Standing Rules of Order,  and by the parliamentary authority adopted by the Association. 


A
NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF THE BOARD

1 NOMINATION

Nomination will be by written petition.  The petition is valid after 5 members have signed the petition, indicating their current membership number.  Also attached to the petition will be a position statement and biographical sketch  giving: (a) goals and beliefs regarding the position and (b) experience and interests in regards to the position and  The Board may set limits as to the length of these statements.

Nominations will be for a single position on the Board.

Other rules of the Nomination process may be set forth in the Standing Rules of Order.

2 ELECTION

Election to the Board shall be by ballot mailed to every eligible member of the USCA., 

Other rules of the Election process may be set forth in the Standing Rules of Order.


B
TERMS OF OFFICE

The length of term of office for any elected Board member, is two (2) years. 
Other rules of the terms of office may be set forth in the Standing Rules of Order.


ARTICLE IV MEETINGS

A
FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS

There will be a minimum of one (1) Board Meeting and one (1) General Meeting every calendar year. The President or a majority of the Board, may call a special meeting by posting notification to that effect to all active members at least (8) weeks in advance. 


B
MEETING AGENDA

1 BOARD MEETINGS

The Board will meet to discuss the business of the USCA. Notes of the meeting will be kept by the Secretary, or, in the absence of the Secretary, the Vice-President. 

2 GENERAL MEETINGS

A General Meeting of the Association will involve both the members of the Board and the membership of the USCA, to discuss issues of concern to the membership at the meeting. Notes of the meeting will be kept by the Secretary, or, in the absence of the Secretary, the Vice-President.


C
ATTENDANCE

1 BOARD MEETINGS

Members may attend any Board meetings, but must indicate their intention by written request in advance to the Secretary, or by invitation by a Board member. If attendance is by invitation, the Board member shall inform the Secretary in writing.

2 GENERAL MEETINGS

General Meetings are open meetings and may be attended by all interested persons.


D
VOTING

Voting procedures at all meetings, shall be according to parliamentary procedure as adopted in Article VI, and additional procedures described in the Standing Rules of Order.


ARTICLE V COMMITTEES

Committees, whether standing or special, shall be appointed by the Board as the Association,  or, the Board shall from time to time deem necessary to carry on the work of the Association. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nomination and Election Committees.

ARTICLE VI PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised, shall govern this Association in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these Bylaws,  and any special rules of order the Association my adopt. 
ARTICLE VII AMENDMENTS

These By-laws  may be amended or added to at any time, provided the amendment was submitted in writing to the Board, who after review of the amendment then posts notice of the change to the membership for a period of at least (30) days. If one-third or less of the membership disapproves of the change, the Board will then act on the amendment, which shall require passage by two-thirds vote of the Board. The membership will then be informed of the result of that vote. 
ARTICLE VIII INDEMNIFICATION

The USCA shall indemnify each present and future Board member, officer, and employee of the organization against any judgment, costs, or expenses which may be imposed on or reasonably incurred by him in connection with any claim, action, suit, or proceeding hereafter made or instituted, in which he may be involved by reason of his being a member of the Board, an officer or employee of the association. 
In the event that a Board member, officer or employee of the organization shall serve as a Director or officer of any other association or organization at the request of the USCA for the benefit or advantage of this organization, such indemnity shall likewise be extended to such Board member, officer or employee of the organization.

This agreement of indemnification by the USCA is binding upon the organization, its successors and assigns, and shall insure to the benefit of the heirs, executors and administrators of any such Board member, officer, or employee, but shall not be exclusive of any other rights to which any Board member, officer or employee may be entitled as matter of law.

The indemnification herein provided for shall in no event be applicable or effective in any case in which any Board member, officer or employee shall be finally adjudged in any such action, suit, or proceeding to be liable because he acted fraudulently or in bad faith.

ARTICLE IX DISSOLUTION

If the Board of the USCA, an Illinois non-profit  corporation, concludes that the corporation can no longer continue to function in the manner intended by its founding fathers, as outlined in the Constitution and By-Laws , the corporation may be dissolved by unanimous vote of the Board. 
In the event of dissolution, the assets of the corporation shall be distributed as provided for the laws of the State of Illinois, or as provided for in the Internal Revenue Code as said laws exist, or as may be amended in the future. 
1

